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What can I get you? Soda Pop? Drugs? Ice 
Cream? Alcohol? 

The changing jobs of drugstores and pharmacists 

 

 Remember the days when every drugstore 

had a soda fountain and folks called the local phar-

macist “Doc”?  What we now commonly see as the 

pharmacy once was the center to buy everything and 

anything you might need or want.   

 Until the early 1900’s, pharmacists practiced 

much as they had for centuries. They recognized 

plants with medicinal value and learned to make 

pills, extracts, ointments, syrups and even teas from 

tea products of nature. By the 1920’s, however, drug 

manufacturing had become an industry. Pharma-

cists still compounded some pills and lotions, but 

increasingly, they bought ready-made medicines 

from wholesalers.   

 Most pharmacists straddled the worlds of 

science and small business. In the 1930s and 

1940s, it seemed there was a drugstore on nearly 

every corner and their gimmick….the soda fountain. 

The pharmacist sold ice cream confections, but he 

could also bandage a sprained wrist and recom-

mend household remedies for the family. He know 

everyone in the neighborhood and their children. 

 Drugstores were also the place to buy your 

alcohol. You read the right, that was at one time the 

place to buy your alcohol.  However, in order to sell 

alcohol the druggist must first sign a Surety bond.  In 

this Surety bond he agreed to not sell alcohol to any 

known drunkard of the town.   

 Nowadays the corner drugstore is almost 

nonexistent, being replaced with the likes of CVS 

and Walgreens. From 1964 to 1984 the number of 

chain stores grew by 246% while the number of in-

dependents dropped by 31%  

A.B. Collins Drugstore, Downtown Charlotte 

Photo credit: the Eaton County Genealogical Society. 
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Looking for a book to read while you lounge 

by the pool this summer? Or perhaps you 

prefer to read while you are on the boat en-

joying another beautiful summer in Mid-

Michigan? The General Store at the Court-

house Square Museum has all your literary 

needs.  

 

Some of our books include: 

 

Elly Peterson “Mother” of 

the Moderates by Sara 

Fitzgerald 

 

 

 

 

 

Rural Schools of Eaton 

County, Michigan by The 

Eaton County Historical 

Commission 

 

 

 

Tales Along Clinton Trail by 

The Eaton County Histori-

cal Commission 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte The Beautiful– 

1907 (reprint made in 

2007) 

 

   

    

 Did you know that wedding dresses 

at one time were not commonly white? 

Back before 1900 wedding dresses many 

times were colored. It was in a sense 

“impractical” to have an all white dress. For 

many ordinary women, the wedding dress 

would have become her Sunday best frock.  

 Common colors back in the 1800s 

were blue (as this color was closely associ-

ated with purity, fidelity and enduring love) 

pink (a symbol of girlhood) and gray 

(particularly for those of lower class).  Col-

ors to stay away from however included 

green, red, brown and black. After the turn 

of the century white became the more com-

mon color of dress as we see today. 

 Currently on display in the first floor 

rotunda of the museum is five wedding 

dresses. Four 

from before 

1900, while 

the last was 

worn by Mrs. 

Josephine 

Johnson in 

1929.  

  

 Great Summer Read Collections Corner 
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Celebrate Charlotte — June 15th-19th 2016 

Celebrate Charlotte Events 

Wednesday 

Roaring 20’s Party band at CPAC 7:30pm 

Chicken and Fixins dinner provided by EASC at CPAC 6:00pm 

 

Thursday 

Bite of Charlotte 5:00-8:00 Throughout Downtown 

Touch a Truck 5:00-8:00 Downtown 

Farmers Market 3:00-7:00 Courthouse Square 

 

Friday 

Car & Motorcycle Cruise In-Downtown Charlotte 5-9pm 

Craft Show on the Courthouse Square lawn 12pm-8pm 

Blues and Brews 

Charlotte Bluegrass Festival 

 

Saturday 

Eaton County Museum Tours 

Craft Show on the Square ALL DAY Court House Square 

Free Family Activities at Courthouse Square 

The Color Run at A!ive 

Charlotte Bluegrass Festival 

Charlotte High School Art Display 

 

Sunday 

Father’s Day Fly in Breakfast 7:30-11:00 Fitch H. Beach Airport 

Concerts and Free Activities at the Fairgrounds 

Fireworks 

Eaton County’s Museum at Courthouse Square will be holding tours on Sat-

urday June 18th during the Celebrate Charlotte festival. Visitors will be able 

to enjoy our two floors of exhibits.  

 

On the Courthouse Square, the Charlotte Farmers Market will be happening 

from 3:00 to 7:00 PM on Thursday. On Saturday, a Craft Show and various 

fun family activities on the Square will be ongoing 
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Eaton County Historical Commission 

 

The Eaton County Historical Commission has 

voted to give grants to three applicants this year. 

The three applicants include Keith G. Harrison of 

the Michigan GAR Memorial Hall and Museum, 

Sherry Copenhaver, Marcy Cousino and Sue 

Thompson from the Eaton County History News-

paper Project and Kevin Wernet from the 

Woldumar Nature Association.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more information to come on the 

Historical Commissions latest book. Drugstores, 

narcotics, alcohol, taverns, breweries and more. 

“Spirits of Eaton County” is coming soon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michigan GAR Memorial Hall and Museum 

The Michigan GAR Memorial Hall and Museum 

applied for a grant from the Historical Society. 

The Museum continually acquires new artifacts 

on a monthly basis and are currently in need of 

additional archival folders and cases in order to 

properly store and preserve the artifacts that 

have in their collection.   

 

Eaton County History Newspaper Project 

The Eaton County History Newspaper Projects 

goal is to digitize all Eaton County newspaper 

microfilm reels they can locate.  Their mission is 

to ensure all participating organizations receive 

a copy of the Eaton County digitized collection 

from this project. 

 

Woldumar Nature Association 

The Woldumar Nature Association as applied for 

a grant that will allow them to install three inter-

pretive signs in Woldumar’s campus area. The 

first near the Darious Moon Log Cabin and 

church bell. The second near the park entrance, 

detailing the history of the property. The third 

sign will further elaborate the site’s history but 

also include a large campus area map. 

 

 

 

Eaton County Historical Commission 

Announces 2016 Grant Recipients 
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S c h e d u l e  O f  E v e n t s  

 

 
 Ongoing  Eaton County Lions Club temporary exhibit will be open at the museum. 
 
 May -  Oct.  Farmers Market on the lawn, Thursdays: 3pm-7pm, Saturdays: 9am-1pm 
        
 June 15-19: Celebrate Charlotte Festival. Events at the Courthouse will occur Friday and Satur-

   day. 
 
 July 7th:  First Night of the Concerts on the Lawn Series 
 
 July 9th:  Courthouse Square Association’s annual golf outing at Centennial Acres Golf and 

   Banquet Center. 
 
 September 8-11 Charlotte Frontier Days Festival. 
 
 September 25th:  Last Night of the Concerts on the Lawn Series 
 
 October 2  Maple Hill Cemetery Tour (details to follow) 
 

 1885 Eaton Courthouse Complex Tenant Spotlight  

Support from our great tenants directly maintains and cares for our historic buildings 

 

 

Please welcome the 

newest tenants to the 

Courthouse Square 

family!!  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Located on the first floor of the 1885 Court-

house. 
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Sign up for E-mail Correspondence 

Would you like to receive this newsletter electronically?  How about invitations to exhibits and events?  Or a reminder 

that your membership is due?  Help us conserve the environment by saving paper!  Send your e-mail address to us at 

csamuseum@yahoo.com to begin!  Don’t worry, we won’t share your contact information with any outside parties. 

Levels of Annual Giving 

  Individuals       Businesses 

 Docent  $25-99      Scholar (1) $250-499 

 Archivist  $100-499     Historian (2) $500-999 

 Curator  $500-999     Conservator I (3)       $1,000-2,499 

 Director                 $1,000+      Conservator II (4)     $2,500+ 

       (Number in parentheses indicates quantity of 1/4 page ads in The Ledger) 

I would like to ensure the future of Courthouse Square by becoming a member of Courthouse Square  

Association at the _________________ level of giving.  I agree to make a contribution of 

$__________ and in return I will receive all the benefits of membership at that level.   

Check here for an additional $5 donation to the children’s summer camp scholarship fund ___ 

Name___________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________ 

E-mail________________________ 

City_________________State______Zip____________      Phone (            )______________________ 

Sign_________________________________________Date____________________ 

___ I would like to receive The Ledger, invitations to events and exhibits, membership reminders, 

and other notifications via e-mail. 
 

Make Checks Payable and Mail to: 

Courthouse Square Association, Inc. 

PO Box 411, Charlotte, MI  48813 

2016 Membership Application 

Charlotte Lions Club 
215 S. Cochran Street 

Charlotte, MI 48813 

Phone: 517-543-4240  

Email: Charlottelionsclub@gmail.com 

 
Lions meet the needs of local communities and the world every day 

because they share a core belief – to serve their community.  
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Fulton Lumber 
Company 

 

 

316 N. Washington                             

Charlotte, MI 48813 

(517) 543-0200 

 

“We are pleased and proud 

to be members of 

Courthouse Square Association” 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Daily Delivery to: 
Charlotte 

Olivet 
Bellevue 

Vermontville 
Potterville 
Sunfield 
Mulliken 

Eaton Rapids RR#6 
 
 

241 S. Cochran Ave., Suite #1 
Charlotte, MI 48813 

Phone: 517-543-1099 
Fax: 517-543-1993 

 

Charles L. Green 
 

Director/Owner/Manager 
 

 

Burkhead-Green 

Funeral Home 
 

Your friends across the Square 
 

 
206 W. Lawrence Ave. 

Charlotte, MI 48813-1498 

 

Phone: (517) 543-3160 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kiwanis of Charlotte 
 

Proudly Serving Our Community 
 

430 S. Cochran Avenue 

Charlotte, MI 48813 

Phone: 517-543-6794 

www.kiwanischarlotte.org 
 

Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers 
dedicated to improving the world ONE child 

and ONE community at a time 



 

 

The Eaton County Genealogical Society 

is also located in the 1885 Courthouse 

and is open Tuesday—Thursday from 

10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.  Call ECGS at 

(517) 543-8792 for more information. 
 

Other organizations/businesses located 

in the 1885 Courthouse include Alpha 

Video & Computer Services and Ann 

Prater: Attorney & Counselor at Law.  

The Charlotte Chamber of Commerce is 

located in the 1873 Sheriff’s Resi-

dence, adjacent to the courthouse, 

along with Pottervilla Applied Technolo-

gy.   
 

Remember to bring your family and 

friends to your favorite museum! 
 
 

Printing provided by The County Journal 

Courthouse Square Association is open 

Monday—Thursday from 9:00 a.m.—4:00 

p.m.  Other times can be arranged for 

special events and by appointment.  The 

museum is handicap accessible. 

 

Museum admission: 

 $1/person 

 Children age 12 and under free 

 CSA members free 

 Group and family rates available 

 

We would be happy to make special ar-

rangements with sufficient notice.  Please 

call the museum office at (517) 543-

6999 for special assistance or for more 

information.  You can always email us at 

csamuseum@yahoo.com, too.   

 

F o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  

WWW.CSAMUSEUM.NET 

Keeping History Alive  
on The Square! 

Eaton County’s Museum at 

Courthouse Square 

100 W. Lawrence Avenue                                  

PO Box 411                                                 

Charlotte, MI 48813 

Photo by Bob Monschein 


